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services of its own medical man, who very often makes
no charge for his visits.

It may be remarked here that, while at most of
the Homes a medical certificate is required before
admission of an applicant, the precautions taken in
some cases against the admission of girls infected with
venereal disease do not appear to offer sufficient
security. It is the habit of some matrons to rely
upon their own observation to detect cases if no
certificate is presented; this procedure may fulfil its
purpose in most cases, but is scarcely so reliable as
would be an examination by a qualified expert at a
clinic or elsewhere.

Work Done in the Homes

It is obvious that in the case of girls of the type of
those found in the Voluntary Homes the proverbial
evil of " idle hands " needs particularly to be guarded
against. The question as to how the girls employ
their time is therefore of first importance. Almost
one-third of the institutions display industrial
activities of some kind, the most usual being laundry-
work and needlework; subsidiary industries also
include basket-making, raffia work, hose-knitting,
.cobbling, shirt-making, jam-making, matting and
weaving. At one Home an experiment in glove-
making was tried, but was not a commercial success;
at another, Swedish silk-weaving looms were imported,
but this attempt also failed, partly because the girls
did not care for the work, and also because the market
available for the output was largely artificially
created and of a semi-charitable nature.

The laundries at some of the Homes are very large
and excellently equipped; they often bring in a
considerable profit on the year's working to assist the
funds of the Home, The waiter feels obliged tq